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The Faculty of Economics at the South Asian University is pleased to announce its Fifth International
Conference on South Asian Economic Development.

The South Asian region presents a study in contrasts. Despite growing at impressive rates over last decade
and a half, the region is home to the largest concentration of the world's poor with abysmal levels of access
to basic economic and social infrastructure. In spite of sharing a common economic history that goes back
several millennia, it remains one of the least integrated regions of the world, with large untapped benefits
from greater economic integration among the nation-states as well as among the people. Being part of a
unique university with a mandate of inculcating regional consciousness among the citizens of South Asia,
the Faculty of Economics aims to play a pivotal role in understanding the economic challenges and
opportunities unique to this region. Through this conference, we strive to provide a platform for research
containing methodological advances, both in economic theory and empirical methods, which would
contribute to our understanding of the process of economic development in South Asia.

Themes for the Conference:

We invite theoretical and empirical contributions, from various methodological perspectives and alternative
theoretical paradigms, in all areas of economic research that are of relevance to South Asia. This may
include (but not limited to):

«  Political economy of development in South Asia.

«  Microeconomic and macroeconomic issues in development economics (including issues from the
fields of information economics, behavioral economics, public economics, banking and finance,
international trade, industrial organization, etc.), with a focus on South Asia.

« Nature of economic growth and its implications for poverty, inequality, and economic and social
exclusion in South Asia.

« Interactions of the growth process with socio-economic identities (including identities of gender,
caste, religion, and ethnicity) in South Asia.

«  Issues related to labor markets and quality of employment in South Asia.

«  Sectoral dynamics of economic growth and its implications in the context of South Asia.

«  Economics of health and education in South Asia.

« Issues in ecological, environmental and energy economics, with a focus on South Asia.

« Economic policies and issues of governance, including those related to the institutional
frameworks and structures in South Asia.
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Submission

Submission is open to all, though we would particulatly like to encourage researchers working or studying
in organizations based in SAARC member countries (namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka). Papers must be submitted through the online submission system
using Conference Maker at: https://tinyurl.com/saed2019

Deadline for submission of completed papers is November 15, 2018. Acceptance of papers will be
notified by November 30, 2018. More details are available at: http://ecoconf.sau.ac.in

For any queries regarding the conference or issues with the process of online submission at Conference
Maker, please communicate at the following email address: ecoconf(@sau.ac.in

Registration

All conference participants are required to register at the conference venue by paying a registration fee of
Indian Rupees 1000/-. Ph.D. students who need a fee waiver should submit a written application at the
time of registration, with a copy of student identity card or a bona fide statement from their respective
universities certifying that they are full-time students.

Accommodation and Travel Grants:

Organizers will provide accommodation to paper presenters (single presenter for each paper, up to 3
nights only). Limited travel grants to and from the paper-presentet's place of work / study (within SAARC
region only) might be possible, depending on the availability of funds. Applications for travel grant must
be made separately in advance. For the purpose of travel grants, preference will be given to Ph.D. students
and young researchers without any alternative sources of funding.
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